
 

 

VSA MEETINGS: 

ARE HELD ON THE 4TH THURSDAY 

OF THE MONTH (CHECK OUR WEB-

SITE FOR NEXT DATE).  EVERYONE 

IS WELCOME! JOIN US FOR COF-

FEE AND DONUTS AND HAVE A SAY 

IN YOUR CLUB, EVENTS, ETC.  A 

CLUB IS ONLY AS GOOD AS ITS 

MEMBERS….WE VALUE YOU AS 

MEMBERS, AND WE VALUE YOUR 

INPUT! 
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Next meeting: 

This THURSDAY 

 MARCH 25, 2010 

7:00 PM 

THE PEOPLE PLACE 

3402—27 AVE, VERNON 

 

March, 2010 

After a quiet winter we 

are now ending the sea-

son with more tragic 

snowmobiling accidents.  

The VSA extends our 

sincere condolences to 

the families and friends 

of those who have lost 

their lives to the recent 

avalanches. On page 2 of 

this newsletter is an 

email written by an avid 

back country sledder, 

giving the writer’s per-

spective on the risks 

taken by those who pre-

fer to back-country 

sled, even during high-

avalanche risk.  I don’t 

necessarily agree with 

her perspective; nor am 

I a proponent of having 

back country sledding 

“legislated.”  There are 

arguments to be made 

for both sides.  I feel 

that the best way, after 

all, is to heed high ava-

lanche warnings.  During 

those times, stay off 

the steep slopes and 

refrain from being a 

spectator at the bottom 

of a possible avalanche 

chute.  That’s just com-

mon sense, to my way of 

thinking.  Be aware and  

be careful. 

The Ministry of Tourism, 

Culture and the Arts has 

approached us with a con-

cern about the cut blocks 

of young seedlings that 

the Skyline Trail leads to.  

It has been suggested 

that the VSA close the 

trail for 2-3 years to al-

low the young trees to 

grow.  The plan would be 

to then reopen Skyline, 

and allow the VSA to cut 

down some of the trees in 

order to open up a usable 

clear brushed trail.  We 

are hoping to still get out 

there this season and 

mark out the future trail 

to take back to the Minis-

try for their considera-

tion. If you have any al-

ternate suggestions to 

this plan, please let us 

know. 

Another question has been 

raised with respect to 

sharing our trails with the 

local ATV Club, so that 

they could use them dur-

ing the summer months.  

This item will also be on 

the agenda for our meet-

ing this Thursday March 

25, so if you have com- 

ments (either pro or con) 

please come to the meeting 

and be heard. 

Our snow show has come 

back into our hands (and the 

Lumby/Mabel Lake Club 

hands too, of course) , at the 

local level, as the BCSF is 

moving their Lets Ride BC 
provincial show to Prince 

George next October.  We all 

feel that this is great news, 

including our corporate spon-

sors! This will allow us to go 

back to our traditional infor-

mal Friday evening get-

together. We’ll keep you in-

formed of plans as they come 

together.  In the meantime,  

(continued on Page 6) 
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 CELEBRATE CEDAR SOLUTIONS & MILLWORKSô 

10TH ANNIVERSARY! 

BRING IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD AND  

RECEIVE A 20% DISCOUNT! 

Offer valid until June 30th, 2010 

204 Old Vernon Road, Enderby 

PH; 250-838-0899          FAX:  250-838-0874 

www.cedarsolutions.ca 

ITS TIME TO HONOR THE HEROES 

A sledder’s perspective on the recent Revy avalanche 

By Suzie Rainsberry, Oregon resident and back-country snowmobiler (March 15 2010) Reprinted with permission from the author 

It's been several days now since the tragic avalanche 
at Turbo Hill. The  latest reports are that two are 
deceased and three are still  hospitalized. The media 
is also reporting that there were 200  snowmobilers 
at Turbo at the time of the slide. The avalanche is 
 reported to have been up to 150 meters wide and 10 

meters deep. That, my  friends,  is a BIG avalanche! 

I'd like to put some perspective on this - a snowmo-
biler's perspective.  Apparently no one in the media 
is a snowmobiler or is concerned about  taking the 
time to gather the facts - not just the bad, but the 
good as  well. And there is good to be heard in this 
story. If you ask a  snowmobiler - they'd be able to 
tell you what that is. But either the  media isn't ask-
ing, or has heard it and doesn't feel that the facts are 

newsworthy. 

However, I feel these facts are the MOST newswor-

thy topic of this entire  tragedy. 

Saturday afternoon, following the close of the events 
for the annual Big Iron Shootout, a large group of 
snowmobilers headed to Turbo Bowl to make a run 
at the hill. As the riders lined up at the bottom of 
the  hill, the mass of spectators parked their sleds 
and prepared to enjoy  the show. As one of the sleds 
turned out towards the top, the hillside  gave way. 
 Thundering down the mountain it came - taking 
sleds and riders  with it. This powerful act of nature 
happens in a split second. There  is no time 

 to react. 

The time to react is as soon as it stops. And react - 
with speed and knowledge - in the midst of chaos - is 
what those sledders did. There were no typical first 
responders to this catastrophe in the immediate 
 moments following the avalanche. Only snowmobil-
ers. Those same snowmobilers that the media is 
painting with a broad stroke as crazy, ignorant, thrill-

seekers. 

As a back country snowmobiler myself, I can tell you 
that ignorant is not  a word that I would use to de-
scribe those survivors. I would call  them heroes! 
And justly so. In the midst of what may have been 
the most terrifying minutes of their lives, they turned 
their avalanche beacons to  search, they got out their 

probes and their shovels and they started rescue  

 

(continued on page 3) 
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HONOR THE HEROES 

(continued from page 2) 

 

protocols IMMEDIATELY - likely while in a state of 
shock. They dug out those that were buried, they tri-
aged the injured, they  administered first aid, they built 
fires to keep them warm until the  helicopters 
 arrived. These people were heroic!! Without their 
quick and  educated  responses, many more people 

would have died.  

I am angered that the media is so eager to report this 
story that they are being so disgraceful to the victims 
and survivors. These people need support and com-
passion. They do not need to be stereotyped and de-
graded in the media or by anyone else. Shame on 
you!! Didn't your mother teach  you better manners 

than that? 

I'm not done though - there is way more information 
about snowmobilers in respect to the Big Iron Shootout 
and Revelstoke that the media hasn't covered yet. 
While they gleefully report that this is an unsanctioned 
 (I'll get to that in a moment) event drew 200 sledders 
(despite the grave warnings from the avalanche cen-
ter), what they aren't telling you  is that there are likely 
double that number of snowmobilers who DIDNôT at-
tend this year's event - because of the conditions. 

Snowmobilers who  DID heed the warnings.  

As I was reading the snowmobiling forums and Face-
book on Saturday evening, the same story continued 
to repeat itself - people concerned about friends who 
generally attend the BIS, those friends checking in 
 and saying they didn't go this year, or they were in the 
area but  avoided Turbo Bowl because of the warnings 
and the conditions they were  already aware of. You 
see, back country snowmobilers are often in the  back 
 country two or more days a week and already have 

first hand insight  to the conditions. 

Regarding the word being used in almost every story - 
unsanctioned. It is true that there is no sanctioning 
organization for this event. Not  the town of Revelstoke 
nor the Revelstoke Snowmobile Club. However, just 
 because it's not sanctioned does not mean that it is 

illegal. 

Snowmobilers often gather in large groups to ride with 
friends who are generally dispersed all over Canada 
and the United States. I personally rode with a group 
of 30 riders at an "unsanctioned" event in Wyoming. 
 Oops! I also rode at another "unsanctioned" event, 
ummm, better make that two, here in Oregon. Rest 
assured, I am not a criminal nor are any  of 

 the snowmobilers that I know. 

 The internet keeps the snowmobiling community connected. There are 1,000s of un-
sanctioned events that simply start by someone saying, "hey -  who wants to ride this 
weekend?" Next thing we know, word spreads about  how much fun everyone had and 
it snowballs from there (pun intended).  They grow into these annual events "same date 

next year?" 

So, here's what happens next - the date is set. Motel rooms are reserved. Trucks and 
sleds are fuelled. Vacation time is requested. Then individuals, families and social 
groups all head into a remote mountain town. They buy. They buy. They buy a lot!! 

They spend money - because they can.  

It is with great sadness that I have to dispel the myth that mountain snowmobilers are a 
bunch of rednecks. All you really need to do is add up the costs to outfit an individual - 

much less an entire family - with  a sled and the proper safety gear. Since this article is  

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

really  targeted at those individuals who are not mountain sledders, I will  point out that  every-
thing - got that?.EVERYTHING, on your person and on  your sled is part and parcel of your 
survival gear. From your gloves, to  your coat, to the sunglasses in your backpack. Trying to 
save a dime in  buying a coat is really not advised, when that coat may be the only  thing pro-
tecting you from the elements if you have to stay overnight.  With all that said, here's a run down 

of estimated costs of the primary  accessories needed to sled in the back country. 

Sled $6,000-$14,000 USD 
Clothes (including base, mid and outer layers - top & bottom) $800-$1,200 USD 
Boots/gloves/helmet $245-$800 USD 
Backpack (non-avy) $60-$120 USD 
Backpack (avy) $1,000-$1,200 USD 
Body armor (tek vest, knee pads, etc) $60-$300 USD 

Beacon, probe, shovel $250-$400 USD  

This doesn't include a lot of items, such as 
matches, radios, compass, fire starter, flash-
light, and the list goes on, and the costs add 
up. It would be GREATLY appreciated if the 
media would STOP perpetuating the myths 
that sledders are ignorant, beer-swilling, 

couch-potatoes. Because it's simply not true. 

The fact is that mountain sledders do not fit a 
stereotypical mold. They come from all areas 
of the business world from CEOs to millwork-
ers.  They have families and they are single. 
They are old and they are young.  They are 
world-class athletes and they are physically 
handicapped. They survive corporate down-
sizing, cancer, divorces, etc..just like  every-

one else. 

The thing that binds us together is our great 
love for the back country in the winter. We are 
modern day adventurers. We want to get out 
there in the mountains. We want to explore 
and play and wonder at the beauty. We love 
the snow! When it covers the trees, when it 
flies up in our faces, when it gives us a play-
ground of vast proportions. That is when 
 we are in heaven. That is when our souls 

glow. 

 We are not anything that the media will have 
tried to make us out to be in the last couple of 
days. We are so much more. It's truly a pity 
that the media isn't interested in shining any 

light on the truth. 

The truth is - the Turbo Bowl survivors are 
HEROS. We in the snowmobiling communi-
ties - far and wide - are praying for the full 
recovery of those injured, in body and in spirit. 
And finally, with great compassion and sym-
pathy we extend our heartfelt condolences to 

the families of those who perished. 

 
 

 
òThe time has come to 
stop the slandering of 

good  individuals 
 just because they 

 ride snowmobiles. ñ 

NB: the views stated by this author are not nec-

essarily the views held by the VSA or its Board 
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VSAõs Armstrong 

Cabin Destroyed by 

Fire  

Sometime between Friday Jan 22 and Sunday Jan 
24, one of the warm-up shelters maintained by the 
VSA burned to the ground.   Thankfully the snow 
stopped the blaze from reaching the surrounding 

forest.. 

The ñArmstrong cabinò, a wood-frame structure, had 
a great deal of history in the area.  We understand 
that it originally belonged to the Ganzeveldt Lumber 
Company.  At some point it used to be on the Clubôs 
ñSkylineò Trail (Armstrong area) and was relocated 
to its current location, approximately 22 kms from 
the Clubôs main parking lot (on Forest land), some-

time in the late 1970s or early 1980s.   

Over the years, hundreds of people made use of 
the cabin to warm up by the wood stove, cook their 
lunch, and just enjoy the peace, serenity and wildlife 
of the area.  Some have even spent the night ï 
some by choice ï others found that the cabin was 
the shortest walk for shelter when their snowmo-
biles broke down.  Iôm sure they were grateful for its 
proximity.   Many, many riders and hikers enjoyed 
sharing their lunch with the local almost-tame stellar 
jays.  The Club is hopeful that their unofficial mas-

cot, a well-established packrat, escaped the blaze. 

A fall work party of volunteers chopped firewood 
and stocked the cabinôs attached woodshed for the 

season; this too has been lost. 

The Armstrong Cabin was one of two warm-up 
shelters that the Club maintains, the other being the 
ñSilver Star Chaletò located within Silver Star Moun-
tain Park.  The Club provides and maintains these 
shelters as warm-up facilities for its members and 

The Club has seen its share of mishaps over the past couple of years, with the Silver Star 
Chalet maliciously vandalized two years ago, with all its windows broken and some inte-

rior damage as well.  Recently, an axe was embedded into the chalet ceiling. 

The cabin was uninsured.  The Club is now looking for ways to raise funds or building 

materials in order to rebuild another shelter in the same location, hopefully this spring.  

The Clubôs newest corporate sponsor ï Cedar Solutions ï has come forward with a gen-
erous offer of building materials.   We will soon be looking at putting together work crews 
to demolish/clean-up the rubble, and begin the reconstruction.  If you are skilled in either 
of these areaséor even if youôre not!....we would LOVE to hear from you.  The more the 

merrier as it will take a crew to rebuild this structure in time for next season. 

If you would like to help, either by donating materials or volunteer construction 
help, please contact us. 

Armstrong cabin….before…..and after (inset) 
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T 
he English language is one of the most difficult languages there is for two main reasons: first, many languages have 
had substantial influences upon it throughout the centuries. Second, English has a much larger vocabulary than any 
other human language.  In the most recent unabridged dictionaries, there are over 635,000 words!  
 
Spelling in and of itself is something that we begin teaching our children in the earliest years of formal schooling; 
they must memorize rules for silent letters and vowel combinations, double consonants, and, of course, exceptions 
to all the rules they learn. Some people believe that our language should be simplified; maybe you can appreciate 
the following suggestions for doing such simplification: 
 
The European Union commissioners have announced that an agreement has been reached to adopt English as the 
preferred language for European communications, rather than German, which was the other possibility.   
 
As part of the negotiations, Her Majesty's Government conceded that English spelling had some room for improve-
ment and has accepted a five-year phased plan for what will be known as EuroEnglish (Euro for short). 
 
In the first year, the letter s will be used instead of the soft c. Sertainly, sivil servants will resieve this nes with joy. 
Also, the hard c will be replaced with the letter k. Not only will this klear up konfusion, but typewriters kan have one 
less letter. 
 
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year, when the troublesome ph will be replased by f. This will 
make words like fotograf 20 per sent shorter. 
 
In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage where more komplikated 
changes are possible. Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters, which have always ben a deterent 
to akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of silent e's in the languag is disgrasful, and they would go. 
 
By the fourth year, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing th with z and w with v. 
 
During ze fifz year, ze unesesary o kan be dropd from vords kontaining ou, and similar changes vud, of kors, be aplid 
to ozer kombinations of leters. 
 
After zis fifz yer, ve vil hav a reli sensibl riten styl. Zer vil b no mor trubls or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu un-
derstand ech ozer. Ze drem vil finali kum tru. 
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Message from Gord 
(Continued from Page 1) 

please mark your calendars for Friday November 12, at the Vernon Rec Complex 

auditorium. 

Our annual general meeting and elections will be held at the April meeting (4th 

Thursday), so please plan on attending.  All positions will need to be filled. 

There’s still lots of riding left this season, so enjoy the spring riding season...but 

be safe about it.  We would rather talk TO you than ABOUT you. 

Happy..and safe...spring,  everyone! 

Gord 

Treasurer and 

Membership Report 

Things are winding down for the 
season in the financial and mem-
bership domains.  We ended the 
year with 46 regular members and 
6 associate membersða little bet-
ter than last season.  I donôt antici-

pate more this late in the season. 

Fortunately we have done very 
well so far, due to an increase in 
corporate sponsors this year, as 
well as to Olympics security train-
ing.  Day passes have increased 
more than double over last year.  
There are still a couple of bills to 
come in (fuel and repair expenses 
for the groomer), and we will still 
have some more revenue before 

the season ends. 

Next month the bottom line  should 
show us with money in the bank to 
start the 2010/11 season in pretty 
good shape...except, of course, for 
whatever expenditures will be nec-
essary to rebuild the Armstrong 
cabin...and groomer 

tracké.andé.! 

Brian 



March 2010 

The Vernon Snowmobile Association (VSA) welcomes you to Silver Star Mountain Park, outside of beautiful Vernon, B.C.  

The VSA has been operating the 160 kms of trails and maintaining its two warm-up cabins on this mountain since 1967.  

Part of the trail system is contained within a Provincial Park, and part is managed jointly with the B.C. Forest Service.  

Silver Star Mountain Park offers a wide variety of terrain for all riders, but our trails are mostly geared towards family out-

ings.  The VSA is a not-for-profit club, managed by an elected Board of hard-working volunteers.  All trail maintenance 

(brushing and grooming), and chalet upkeep is done by volunteer members.  Without these diligent volunteers, the VSA 

would not be able to continue to operate...so THANK YOU! 

Name Title  Responsibilities  Phone Email  

Gord Evans  President  Administration  250 - 546 - 0980  gevans3@telus.net  

Brian Corke  Treasurer,  

Director  

Finance, Membership  250 - 542 - 4782   

Patti Rydde  Director  Administration, Meetings  250 - 309 - 1270  patrydde@hotmail.com  

Dianne Evans  Director  Newsletters, Website, Marketing  250 - 546 - 0980  gevans3@telus.net  

Doug Roehrig  Director  Grooming, Trails, Maps  250 - 545 - 3801  

250 - 549 - 0973  

chaletsnow@telus.net  

Kevin Hillier  Director at large   250 - 260 - 2830  kevinhillier@carsonair.com  

 

2009/10  VSA Executive  

Vernon Snowmobile Association 

Box 504 

Vernon, BC  V1T 6M6                                         www.vernonsnowmobileclub.com 

Our new VSA brochure/trail map is available to download/print on our website:  

www.vernonsnowmobileclub.com 


